
Icebreaker
What are some of your biggest motivators? When have you been motivated to 
make a significant sacrifice of time, energy, or money?

How much would you be willing to spend to personally see Jesus do one of his 
miracles? Which miracle would you spend the most to see?

Psalm 84
Before Jesus, the only place on the planet where people could truly experience 
God’s presence was in the Temple or the Tabernacle before that. How did the 
writer of Psalm 84 feel about the Temple?

Specifically, what is verse 10 saying to you?

The writer of Psalm 84 finds great joy in being in God’s house, traveling to God’s 
house and working to serve others in God’s house. Do you feel that same joy 
when it comes to your church and your church family?

Read Matthew 8:28-9:13. Also Read Mark 5:1-20 & 2:1-12.
Note, just because Mark only mentions one man doesn’t mean these accounts 
are in conflict. Where there are two demon-possessed men, there is also one.

How do the demons respond to Jesus?

How do the townspeople respond to Jesus?

How do the healed men respond to Jesus when he heals them?

How do the healed men respond to Jesus when he sends them away?

How do the paralyzed man’s friends respond to the reports of Jesus?

How does Matthew the tax collector respond to Jesus?

Take it Home
Each of the characters in these stories encounters the incredible power, 
authority, and goodness of Jesus, but each of them has a different response. 
Which responses seem to be the right ones?

In each of these cases, once people realize the goodness of Jesus, they are 
motivated to either distance themselves from him or to draw closer to him and to 
bring others with them. Sure there are curious onlookers who come and go, but 
those who get his goodness always want to join his mission. What about you?
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